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A Shield againſt the Parthian D art. 


JJ Age the 10th, the Authour hath this Qvzere, upon 
which he railcth his Infuing Diſcourſe, viz, Whether 
the Mcn mer togecrher at weftmirfter,wherc the Commons uſe 


* to meer, be at this day @ Lawfull Parliament, according to 


the Fundamental Laws of this Natten, to bind the People 
to obcy tacit Commands 2 ; 

He admitrerh, Thar power dcrived from the People,crea- 
ecth a Supremacy ;z and that 1 is ftxed ſomewhere there, 
in one or more; and thar the Commons did, and had power 
ro, Elc& a Repreientativez though they were former 
known by no other names then Petitioners, I ſhall briefly 
anſwer every particular; and then Afﬀert a general defence 
of the now-Sitting of the Parliament at weſtminuſter z, whom 
God etred, and pretervce | 

That the Commons were ſometimes Petitioners to the 
Kings of this Nation, Igrant.; but from thence it is not to 
be inferr'd, Tnat wiat they peticioned tor, if it were refy- 
ted by rhe King, that they could nat command it; they ne-. 
ver petitioned the King but in cale of obſtinacy ; as in the 
caſe of the Petition of Reght ; tne Parliament when they 
could nerdraw the King to conſent to the thing propounded 
by Argument, they d1d by Praycr cntreat or Petition, Al- 
tiiovgh they did (o, It doth not therefore argue, That the 
King's power was [uperiour to the Parlizment ; for that the 
Kings power of Conſenting to the Paſſing of Aﬀts of Par- 
liamernt, was no other than as if A. ſhould make a Letter 
of Attorney to B; B.refuletn to Act by that Authority A. 
giverh him by vertue of that Letter of Arturney: therefore 
be intreateth and prayeth B, to accept of the Letter of *At- 
foracy, and tro atbyit; BY, confulcerly his own Intereſt, 
22d ſaith, If 1tbe made in ſuch and ſuch'a manner and 
A.'3 torm, 
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form, L will a& by it. 4. finding that B. is the fitteſt perſon 
cirher living upon the place where it is to be put in Execu- 
tion, or for {ome other Reaſons, condeſcendeth io B, Evcn 
ſo,bath ir been in times paſt between the King and the peo- 
ple, The People Repreſented in Parliament, make Laws or 
Letters of Atturncy to their ſtanding Officer, the King, 
for which he received his Fees,the Revenues of the Crown, 
and was their Atturney; He having by ſeveral deſcents gai- 
ned feotivg upon the Iatereſt of the People, ſtandeth upon 
his Tcarms, and will not accept of Laws made in this man- 
ncr, or in that manner, but con{ulrerth his ewn Intereſt : the 
Parliament ſecing that it is convenient to havetheir Actur- 
ney's Conſent or Opinion, do apply themſelves te him by 
Perition.orlntreaty, This doth not argue,but that the pawer 
1S in theſe who Grant or Appeint; and, that he that 1s ro 
put it ip Execution, 1s any other bur the Inferiour to thar 
power: the Petition or Intreaty doth not make him Supe- 
riour. To this purpoſe, {ce Sir Ed.Coke, chap. High-Courts 
& Parliament, folio 14, The Lords and Commons in Par- 
liament, upon demand ef Ayd in the behalf of che King 
by any new Device z anſwered, That they tendered the 
King's Eſtate, but they could not conſent to this new de- 
Vice, without Conference with their Counties, for which 
they ſerved ; This (faith he) is the ancient Cuſtome of 
Parliaments, and it is according to Law, 

That the Great Councel of the Commozrs is much more 
Ancient than theſe Petitions ſpoken of by the Authour, is 
evident by Tacitus in the Life of Agricola; ſpeaking how 
eaſily the Bretteſþ Princes were overcome by the Romans ; 
ſaith he, /t was becauſe they did not conſult with their Common- 
Councel, Time by th' Eveats hath Reproved that mode of 
Petitioning ; tor it was the occaſion &f the claiming of a 
Negative Voyce, anto which the Kings had no Right at a]l. 
_ But ir may be ObjeQed, That an Atturney hath a Negative 
V.oyce, YVhby ſhould not the Kipg allo have the ſame > To 
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which I anſwer, That one that is not bound by his Office, 
*tis true, may refuſe ro accepr of that Authority, and emir 
the Execution thereof : In this caſe,you may Elc another 
Atcutney. The King was bound by his Office to execute the 
Lawes ; it was below the Commons to pray any thing of himg 
they did but betray themſelves in ſo doipvg, The words of 
the Oath of the Coronation are expreily theſe ; 1 do ſwear 
to Govern according to ſuch' Lawes as the People ſhall chooſe 
to be Governed by: And therefore when he retuſed fo 
to de, the Commons might have laid him afide, and 
eleged another ; for either his doing more, or for his do- 
1ng leſs,then he ought ro do, To prove this, I ſhall give an 
Inftance out of what hath been written by Mr, ill, Prozres 
(one that the Authour hath a-very high Eſtcera of ; bur it is 
for his laſt depraved writings, in which he hath laid afide 
his Reaſon, and-onely exerciſeth his Paſſion,as may ſoon be 
diſcerned by comparing hts late Railing, wording, and un- 
reaſonable works, with his former Laborious and praife- 
worrhy writings) in his SoUVergign Power of Parltaments, as in 
che 4th Part, page 201. Kngs (faith he) are of no more D:- 
Vine Inſhitutien,; then axy other Inferiour Magiſtrates, Officers, 
87 Princeswhatſoever ; the Scriptures do abundantly evidence, 
that they are queſtionable and Cenſurable, and aepoſable for their 
Tyranny and wickedneſs, Alloa lictle farther, from a Caſe 
ſtated rouching the Clergy, he doth infer, That the King 


may be executed alſo, Other-preofs to this Aſſertion I could. 


produce, but I ſuppoſe he will rake it better from his hand 
then any other, 
Page the 29. This Autnonrdeſcribeth the power of Par- 
liaments to confi, | | 
I, In making Lawes for the good of the people. 
2, According tothe Ancient Cuſtome, 
Firſt, from hence he concludeth, That the Parliament are 
not to make Laxes to unds the People, nor perpetwate Heavy bur- 


dens; There 15no man that is in his Wits will ſay other- 


wile; 
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wiſe; and.no deubt but the Parliament will doetherwiſe 
this Authour cantot charge. tiem as yet with that, 'Tis 
trueAFhat thecharge of the late Vi ar hatch been hezvy; that 
theCarc of the management of the Var prevented them of 
ſcrtling the Government of the Nation; that they. (hould 
diffolve b<fore, is unrcaſonable to cxpitt :; befigdes, their 

wo Voic hath decice that Controveriicy, viz. That this 
S-/:02 (hall degermine, May, 1660, 

3: conclyy he laitn, That t.ey are to Govern arcordine to the 
"Ancient Cuſtomes of this Real 3, that 15, to joys: with ther Fellows, 
uot to Govern Pereniptoitly and Saw ily, War tholc Fellowes 
arc, the Author mentioneth 0ot ; tlatthiolr Feliowes ougtht 
not to ſubmit to Agts agamwit Revlon, thacistruc ; it is this 
Realonableneſs of a Command, that carrieth the Authority 
along with it, and produceth obedience; 5 1r 15 for that,for 


the which it is tobe given obegzence vntos thoſe Com- 


mands that are ad alone co be rcfified, The Author 
bcre goth ſcem-to conclude, That the Expclling of ſame of 
the Members is antcaſonablez the takivg the King away, is 
unreaſonable; the changing of Government, is unrea{on- 
able, and he li ke, Hefuriher faith in the Sea. That. the 


People aid Intruſt the. Parliament onely with Aduiſing with the 


other Eftates; and that the ſaid Truſt did rot Fmponer them to lay 
aſide the other Eſtates : hai may be cafily anſwered by this 
known Maxim , Salus Popul: Suprema Lex, When thar 
te othcr Eſtates by heir corrupt Intereſt did become a 


barr to the Peoples ſafety, tticy might be laid afice by the 


Truſtecs of the People, and tivſe Truftces may excrcile 
the Supream Authoruy, as In the Cate atorementioned, 


made uſe of by Mr, Pryzze, in his Aferting the Soverargn 


Power of.” Parliaments; That tic King may be depolſcd by 
Autberity of Paritamegr, £E« ward the ſecond, of England, 
was depoſed by Parliament z any Edward the chird Elieated 
in his room, Our Autkor ciicth the Caſe of the Abbots 


being Expelled their fitting in Pati bh and flighily 
mentzoneth 


————_—— 
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men:ioneth the Expulfion of the Biſhops late being expel- 
led their fitting in Parliament :- this was eonc by the three 
Eſtates. They were Members of the Parliament, it cannot 
be depyed, according to ancient Cufteme, and of a difti;& 
qualification from the ether Eſtates, they being the Head 
of the Clergy: Now if thar the Clergy may be expelled |, 
and excluled from having a ſhare of Supicam Authority, | 
why may not the Novility alſo, as well as the King and the 
Clergy, whenany or all of their Intereſts (hall be found 
1nconfiſtenr with the Iotercfk of the Publick > and more | 
eſpecially when their Intereſt is grown to that heighth, | 
that the preſcrvatios of ir muſt be the deſtruction of the | 
pudlike, 
: He further puttetly a Caſe of a Bayliff; The which caſe 
; would hold, it it were onely in bÞehalt of private Intereſt ; 
| bur wherethere is publike Intereſt on foot, it will not hold, 
Rules of Law can live onely intime of Peace; bur, up- 
| on War and Changeof Government, Neceſſities of- State 
muſt and ever did over-rule. If the Baylift rakerh ther. 

mens goods,and keeps them tor his own,ne erreth ; Yet pot- 
withſtandiag the wnſuirableneſs of the Cafe, it ferveth thus 
far, vez, If the Parliament being tntruſted with the Supream 
| Power, ſhall rake upon them thar power to their own pro» 
fit, and not Communicare it for. defence of publick good, 

| 


then they do that which is beſides the intent of their Truſt: 
But on the contrary, if they do atterwiſe,thcy do according 
to-their Truſt; for they have no other Rule to walk by, nor 
limitation, than The preſervation of the People. And the 
ſame may be ſaid to rhart which he reckoneth up amongſt 
the Tran(greffions of the Times (The Parliaments Turning 
our of one half of them{elves)that,as for ſeveral JuſtReaſons 
of State, & good preſcrving policy, Abbots, Priors, Biſhops, 
Lords, nay Kings, may be expelled the Councels of Legi- 
{lators, when their Intereſt dorh not confilt with publick In- 
tcreſtwhich is the end for which they rece: 26 their bene: 
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the other, either to overthrow the Intereſt's the publick, 
or ta obſtruct the ſettlement of Aﬀeairs, they may be law- 
tully Expelled. There 1s none are fo abſurd to think, That 
if one or two of the Members fhouid conſult or conſpire 
againſt the Common good, but that they may be expelled, 
nay further proſecuted:Iffo, it wiilheld good allo in a grea- 
cer Number :Is it not lawful for the leſſer partof the power 
ro oppoſe the greater 1n that which is evi]? It hath been 
knewn, that thegreateft part of a Conncel hath promoted 
wicked Coeunlcl > Is itnet then Jawtul for the lefler and 
better part to betake themſelves ro ſuch means, as may pre- 


vent the putting in,cxecution of fuch wicked Counlel, and. 


vanquiſhthemif they can > The Law is made onely to Rule 
people in their diſtin and private Capacities; and notin 
rhe Cepaciry of them all rogether, conſidered as one; In 
chis caſe, whar thall bea Law unto them > That is nota 
Law, that cannot be adminiſired 1n ſuch kind of Emergen- 
cies of State ; Lawes and Preſcriptiens cannot be Rules 


to a@t by; nay in ſeveral private ſmall petry Contracts, . 


Title, and the like,t1ere doth (every Tearm) ariſe ſo many 
Intricacies and Riddles, that all the Gentlemen of rhe Lon 
Robe cannot determinc(but þ4b Nab,as my Lord Richardſon 
once ſaid) by all the Records, Statutes and Calſcs, thatare 
Extanr. Would our Authour then have {e high proceedings 
as theſe ſo many vaſt Interefts to þc conſidered as in this 
caſe,ts be made parallel! and determined by the Example 
of a Caſc of Thowas Mouſe, and Wiliam Frog, as he doth of a 
Caſc between F.S. and ?. YN. nothing to the purpoſe in 
hand. 


Rof's, and Judge Ask, in Mr. Sireater's Caſe, that diſcenti- 


nuance of a Parliament is & diflolution; aiſo he further 
orgeth his Aﬀert' 0, That the Parliament is no Legal Par-: 
 Hament, beca'!- |; derermined by-the death of the King z 


an 
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He briageth in another Cale, viz, the Judgment of Judge 


wy "Een _ 
So when the one half of a Councel ſhall conſpire again 
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and becauſe that Oliver Crompel did ſummon other Parlia- 
ments, tie People did thereby Re-aſlume their authority, 
and withdrew it from the preſent Parliament, To this I 
anſwcr, That it was no diſcontinuance at all ; For ſuppoſe 
that the Parliament were Sitting, and by reaſen of Fire er 
erthcr Accident, they thenld be diftarbed and Interrupted, 
rhat they ſhouldall fiy rhe Houſe withour Adjourning.un- 
till the next day; would this be a Diſſolution ro that Sef- 
fion > No verily; fer alchough it be a Cuſtome for them 
ro continue their Scfſion by adjeurning ; 'in ſuch a caſe, the 
Neceſſity of Aﬀairs requiring their preſent ſervice, they 
may Sit and Execute their power ; and it will be as govd 
as it they had adjourned : for adjourning 1s but a Circum- 
ſtance; and if tne ner performing of a Circumſtance , 
ſhould be a forfeiture of the power, when it is occafianed 
þy leme force er accident, it wonld be monftreus firangez 
and net 10 the leaſttoconfift with Reaſon ;. beſides, the 
Kings death cannor occaſions the Diflolution of this Parlea- 
ment, becauſe of that A& which the Authour ingenuoully 
mentieneth ; which is, That they ſhall aot be di foluved without 
their onn Conſents, Tuat Parliament of Edward the {econd, 
dtd depoſe him z after which there was an [»terregnum; he 
was dead in Law, yet the Parliament during that 1nter- 
regi:um do Taveſt E«ward the third with the Kingly Office ; 
Waich was an Excrcife of the Supream Authority in them 
in that Iitcrval, I gragt, that when there was no prefling 
Reaions of Siate for lo doing, Parliaments did look upen 
their determination, at the death of the King. 

King Henry the (1x; was not crowned untill the eighth 
year of his Rvig1, yet in the 1,2. 3.4.5.and 6th years of 
1s Raign, divers Parliaments were lio)den ; the Judges of 
the Land did then Reſulve, Thar formalities muſt be di- 
{penſed with in ercat Ations that are above the Law; Pro- 
vided, Tat jt be for che goed of the People, and not to their 
Hurt : Punctiliv's of Lay are to þe July obſerved ip Mewn 
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& Twum, and for preſervation of Publike peace; but re 4 
cannot in great Aiions of State be alwayes obicrved, becau 
New matter and Occafions arile daily, for which there is 
no Rule or Prefident toa@t by, As to the Peoples Re-afſy. 
ming their Autherity, by EleQing Other Repreſentatives, 
and granting tkeir Autherity tothem inthis cafe, the 
Argument is not of Force ; Fer thatall the Cenventiens 
that General Cromwell called, were filled with FaQtions,by 
which mcans the VWork of Settlement was obſiruRted, as 
was evident; and a private ſecret Gamea playing, to Re- 
cfiabliſh the Starts Family ; To prevent which, and for 
obtaining Settlement, there was ne means left, but the 
apain-Sirtting of This Parliament, who were the only Coun- 
cel fit to go on with the work of Settlement; for that they. 
were beft acquainted with the Reaſons of State which was 
the ground ot all the Changes, And all other Afſemblics 
drove ata Stngle Perſon's Intereſt: A Conſtitution (confi- 
dering the preſent Condition of the Nation)altogether tend= 
ing to the Ruine, the diſturbance and unquiet thereof : 
Firſt, for that the War, latcly made in defence of the 
People apainſtthe King, did occaſion fo great an alteration, 
as the taking off of the King, and divers of his Friends;. 
therefore it was not ſafe to call that Family again to the 
Supream Truft, becauſc it naturally would wait for 0p- 
pertunity to Revenge ; and caſt about to hold the People in 
more {crvitude than ever they were in, If thoſe who had 
the power in their hands had done fo, the Authour would: 
have taken occaſionto have Jaugt'd at them ; whereas now 
he raileth, It's natural for all, ro ſtudy their own preſer- 
vation; and when they endeavour the preſervation of ethers. 
alſo, they do their Duries, 
Secondly, It was not ſafe to Intruſt the Supream power 
in the hands of any other perſon of another Family; for 
that would but Afſert the Stuarts Title, and make his work 
metecake for to attemptthe Supremacy ; It would be more 
| | caſte 
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<afie for him toclaim againſt another S:7gle Prrſos, than to 
claim againſt rhe whole People, | TN 

Bcfides, England is {0 divided by FaRions,and hath been 
prevented in its Expe@ation, that if any one Latereft ſhould 
pet uppermoſt, and bc able to promote aily other Govern- 
ment then a Free-State, the feverall Intcrcfts cannot be (0 
Equally reſpe@ed and preſerved : There is no Government 
Elie that is adorned with Impartialiry beſides this, 

I ic were to, that there had not been thoſe Regulariticg. 
obſerved, and thoſe Circumſtances pertormed, tnat in a 
time of orderly peace is uſed and obſcrved, and that their 
power be not according to the ExaQneſs of Rules ; yer if 
they do the good pretended, and we attain to a ſertlcd Go- 
vernment, our Authour faith himſelf, he will give his Yote 
for them; in which he ſheweth a generous mind ; and had 
been worthy of praiſe, had he not immediately before thoſe 
lines, page It, imitated Mr, Pryazne in his Language. I 
will take notice of one of tie modeſieſt of his Expreffions; 
Theſe things ({aith he) are done by Kn-autborized aid Inferiour 
ſpirits, ſuch whoſe whole prafitces bave been ns other but Contr g- 
difiions, Our Authour ſhould here conſider, Thar the End 
Crowneth all Noble Actions, and that he cannor yer make 
a Judgment of the Evenr of Aﬀeairs, Se 8940 

Our Authour's ſecond Qrere is, whether as things now 
ſtandit is likely we ſhall compaſie the deſign of ſetting up of a Free 
State? 

He faith, That the grounds and Inducements to this Query 
are, 

I. In reſpeF of theſe that are to do it, 

2, As to thoſe that wonld 2 :t, 

3. Inreſp-# of thething it ſelf to be done. 

As to the Perſo;s tharare todo it, he ſaith, meaning the 
Parliament, be will warrant they ſhall not [fa,d, His reaſon 
IS, That they do r16t underſtand what a Free-Stute ts; and that 
they are like a Ship under ſ»yl without a Pilot, By his favour, 

NT 15 EE 5 he 
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he is not a little miſtaken in that Obſervation, A Free- 
State had been ſettled long before their Irrerruption, but 
for the Care of the Wear,the ſtriving agairtt FaRions in the 
Houle that were corrupted, and bribed, to bciray tlie Na- 
tion into the hands ef the Stwarts, They do undcritand 
what a Free-State 153 anda Free State might now be [pct- 
dily ſcttled, but tart they muſt Contuir ail Iirercſts,, and 
cqually preſcrve all parties ; wi-ich isa Work wort!:y of 
' their Care and VWildomes, and will cake up time; {he 
Eſpecial good over ruling Providence of © & Alogiry 
muſt be their Pilot; thejr VWiſdeme mull be ric Him; 
and their Couoſcls muſt be cheir Sailes ; the ir [liv ratye 
ons. muſt be their Anchors ; the {everal Intercſts of tie Na- 
tion they are to Rulpe@ as Land-marks: Tiicy have theived 
themſelves able in the ſervice of the Commor wealth ; tizey 
managed the late Var with as much Wiſdome as ever 
any Councel did manage a War, They, by their wiſdom, 
attained to a confiderabl:Reputration abroad amongſt other 
Nations ; and therefore they are the onely pcrſons that are 
fit, ard that ought to {ctile tic Nation, 

_ 2, As tothe perſons that would doir, our Authour ſaith, 
It is the Army, And(tauh he)was there ever a durable Govern- 
ment eſtablijhed by an Army> And do not the Men at Welſt- 
minſter ſerve the Army, as the men on the Clack ia Weſkmin- 
ſter- Abbey ſerve the motions.1n the Clock to ſtrike, when they dt- 
redo 

That Governments have bin firſt Inftirured by Armies,1s 
evident; nothing of {s great concerament hath bin more 
frequentthen that hath binza}l Gaveraments juſt and unjuſt 


are defended by Armies ; tuch Armies have not bin of uſe 


to & Publick, that relie nor upon Council; Thatihe Army 
taketh poi: them the Viaſtery over the Parliament, there 
is nothing more evident than the contrary: Truc it is, that 
the Army hath atſeviral times made uic of their Authe- 
rity to poyze tac Aﬀairs of the Nation ; the which if chey 

had 
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had not done, all things we big new running 1th the 
old Channel of the Stwaris Intercfi : ſuch a thing no doubt 
bur our Authour would have, But the Arty have that wil- 
dom, that they will et render the io many years of Warrs 
abortive, to bring forth norhing bu: a recury to the miſcry 
and bondage we were like to þe under: but on the contrary 
make good their footing, now obtained, againſt all Abſo- 
luteneſs, | Arbitrarineſs, and Tyranny. It he meaneth that 
the Parliament fſcrveth the Army ia hearing of their Ad- 
ercfles or P<ritions : ſurcly the Army bave a right in- peti- 
tioning for thoſe things that ſhall rend to Settlement and. 
quier, The Army. rook up arms not as Mercenaries, but 
as members of the Publick, having an <qual ſhare 1n the 
Intereſt of the Nation, They had betrayed the Nation 15 
they had layd down their Arms, and Jer all have fallen into 
the hands of the late King, who was not tender Of hts pee- 
ple's good and quiet, but for the advancement cf iis own 
Intereſt, making War , and 1s overcome, and in hold: 
out of which condition he is to be re-1nvefſted witnout be- 
ing brought ro account for any one irregular Aion of his 
1n Government, and reſufing to Govern the Nation accor- 
ding to the advice of his great Council the Parliament. 
The War being ended, the King being ſtill obfitinare, the 
Parliament are to ſcck a way and meanes how and where to 
ſecure the Intereſt of the Publick, ott'erwiſe then by cr 
with the King; they cannotdo it withouran army ſtanding 
by them. They the better or the greateſt part of them. 
have from timeto time had occation to call to the Army {or 
nelpagain(t the enemies of Sertlement within th= Houle: 
as at that time when the Spcaker did fiye the Houle, one 
part of tiie Houſe invited down the Reformado Officers 
and rude Rabble about the Ciry of Lodo, who did lock 
up the Houſe, and forced tiem to vote what they pleaſed , 
the other part of the houſe fly rothe Army,from whom was 
to be expcaed more good then could be troma multicude, 
13 
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jnregard they were under Authority moved 
Council ; who 414 march to Loxaoz, guarded the forccd 


(1 4) 


Members to the Houle, and excluded the others that coun- 
tenanced this popular fa@ion, againſt the Intercſt, peace, 
and quiet of the People, * Our Author is te underſtand, that 
diſturbances boyled-vp by Fations in a Common-wealth, 
is Ike ro a Srorm at Sea; in which the $kiltul Sea-man 
muſt {urle his fails lower,lour his maſts, laſh his helm,cloſe 
aboard, and lyc at Try; He cannot ſayl by lis Compaſs,nor 
keep account what way his Ship maketh, $So even it is 
with a Parliament or Army ; they cannot, untill the di- 
Gempers of faRions be allaycd, and defignes ceaſe, which 
cauſe Storms, Harracanes and Concuſſions by War. The 
S1iles, Formalities, and preſcriptions muſt pe taken in; the 
Maſts, the Laws, Lovured ; in tuch times, formalities and 
order, and Law,mufi be diſpenced with, VVill yeu bring 


anadionof Treſpaſs againſt an Army of horſe for entring 


vpon ſuch a Meduw, and feeding, trampling down and de- 
Rroying your Grafle > Vas it an orderly thing accerding co 
Law, tiiart David did in fending command to Nadal for pro- 
viſions for his Forces ? I mention this only te evince what 


| is aforc eſlcried, thar Law 1s fired for rime of peace and 


quiet : and that ſuch actions ti-at arc and may be neceſſary 
and rending to preſervationin time of Var, may be againſt 
Law mae any ticred 6nely for peace: And therefore though 
it be not ſo Regular, it may very well become the Army to 
declare in what caſe they will ftand by the Parliament, Ir 
caniior be accounted to be an appotnting or a cutting our of 
work fr the P:irhtamenrt by the Army, but en the cvntrary 


theirdury, An Army 1s not above Law, becauſe that the. 


nece{lary execurion of things relating tothe dury of an Ar- 
my, is of that highnature rhat it cannot come under the 
execution of tne Laws ofa Nayion ; therefore in {ſuch caſes 
where the necefſitics of their affaires of truſt require 
them to itcrench upon that Lawzthey uſually are Ro 
nibed 


by Order and 
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(1 
nified and pardoned, as in that of Indimpnifying of the Ar. 
my of Hexry the 7th, inthe War agatnit Richard the 3d 
(cured by Mr, william Prynne, who 1+ an Author much- in 
credit amongſt the diſſatisfied) in thele words: 1n which 
battle though 1t was juſt, and no Treaſon nor Retellion in pornt 
of Law in thoſe that aſſiſted Henry the 7th agariiſt the Uſurper , 
yet becauſe the killing of Mer, and the ſeizing of Goods 11 the 
tne of war, i againſt the fundamental Laws of the Realn , 
there ne*ded an AB of Farliament to diſcharge them from Suits 
and Proſecutions for the ſame, 3. part, SoVeraign Poner 
of Parkameznts, page 45, By all which it appeareth that an 
Army tiwuh they are not fit Inſtruments to fertile the Go- 
vernment, yet they arc fit Initruments to ayd rhe ſettle» 
ment of Goverame:it. And to this end and purpoſe,Princes 
ani Councels, nay all Legitlarors ever did make. ule of 
them > What the Army hath done in this particular, is no 
more then their dmty; they do not rxke upon tiiem the ſet- 
 tlement of Government, bur dutifu'ly do adlicre to the 
| Supream Autioriry of the people afſembvied in Parliaments 
| nito whole Judgment, Wiſdom, and Authority, the Army 
| ſubmitreth, 
| Again, ſaith ovr Authour, Durſt they ao any thing coulrary 
to the mind of tha Army 2 
Have they not anſwered that Quere, in their raking vp- 
on them to give Commiſhons z the which is a thing of no 
ſmall Magnanimity, Our Authour is not acquainted with 
Polirtcks, he hath read Cook on Littleton, a- g00d Authour, 
(I do not mention him for any diireſpe) he deſcriberh very 
Judiciouſly, the Common-Law upon {-verall Tenurcs;. 
1. which is a thing certain, For rheſe kind of Caſcs, our Au- 
| thour (ſhould read Groww and other {uch like, who will t«ll 
| him, That a Supream Power is Imprudenc, if they Impole 
| or Command any thing that will nor be Oveyed;; or that 
| which with difficulty they ſhz1! obtain to be obeyed : aiſo 
| that they (ſhould diligently obſerve what a People or an Ar- 
| $ my: 


my would have, that,if poſſible,they may grant or give be- 
from them, It was 16 juch like points of the Politicks,that 


Parliament dcefired. 


(16) 


fore it be asked, A Supream Power loſcih much of their 
authority, it the Gyod waici: tiey ought to do, be forced 


the late King leſt himicif, contrary to the advice of |:is beſt 
Councel, who adviſcd iii to graint whit ever the People or 


Laſtly, our Autheur hath pur his third Querethus, whe- 


ther in reſpett of the thing it ſel; we are likely to attain to a Free- | 


States Hc lauti himliclf, That sf by a Free-State, be meant 
the enjoying of Lilert) according to Magna Charts, chap, 29. | 
to preſerve Intereſt, Property, and Liberty, he hinlelt will be | 
for that jort of Government, 

Our Autiour here nath betrayed his Ignorance,and want | 
of knowlcdg of a Free-State, For his better Io:ormation, | 
A Free-State is the Ruling of the People (by Turns) by Laws | 
that are Superiour to private Intercii,thar may preſerve all; | 
it is the very thing .bar he defircth. Theſe things are with | 
great difficulty and daiiger obtained, defended or preſerved | 
Ina @Homarchical Governmeit, of in any other than 1n the | 
Governmet of a Free-State, Fol thelc Princes and Serates that | 
are ftarnding aud perpe cal, govern well ro longer then they | 
ſce it is for their Latcre fi (a codo ; The Ripublick 15 not one | 
jot bcholdiog to them tor i . VV ken they eiſtake themlelves | 


in their principles of Policy, and do that which is to the | 
detriment of the Pceplc, ut is then apparent; As when a 
wicked Prince, or a wicked Ceuncel and a fooliſh Prince 
is in power, they do wich Hurt te the People; when you 
have good from them,1tt is but for their own fakes:Therfere 
ſome Princes and ſtanding Senates are geog, not naturally 
or willingly , but prudcptially; they fce It 1s belt te be 
ge0d, A Free State,governcd by Annual Repreſentatives, 18 
Naturally good, it cannot be bad ; for thatne ene can ob 
rain in ſuch @ Government opportunity to do Hurt: and 16 
bckoveth cvery one of them code all the good they can, 18 
regarc 


D (mJ | 
regard they muſt Return to a private ſtate and Conditien, 


in which they (hall-participate and be ſharcrs of the good 
they have procured, er been partics in erdaining, So that 
whereas it indeedeis the Intereſt of other Governments to . 


| procure or permit ſome goed to the People, not for the ſake 
{ of rhe People, bur for their own ſakes; as is demonſtrated 


by that Aphoriim of Machiavel in his Prince, viz. Deal out 
the good thou intendeſt to the People but by morſels, to keep their 
mouthes 133 taſte the better, This doth procure to the People 
all thegood that can be procured, and preventeth all rhe 
E vil that can be prevented ; and alwaycs when it faileth, 
It is bec2ule ther {ome ayme at Supremacy,& perpetuating 
tnemfelves,who corrupt and poyſon Conncels ; which may 
be diſcerned ſcveral wayes. 

Our Authour towards the End, maketh himſelf merry 
with Mr. Harrington; faith he, Mr, Harrington ſpeaking 
well of a (Commonwealth, would fit and Calculate it for our Hort - 
z9n, bec:uſe 1t ſuiteth with other Nations, In anſwer to this, he 
ſaith, That the GoLernment aud Lawes are ſuted tothe Conſtitu- 
trop of the P-ople, Then which, nothing is a greater Erroury 
for tliat the Government and Lawes are not fitted to the na- 
ture of a Pcople ;z but on the contrary, they arc fitted to the 
Iarcreſt of the People, if they be powerſu! ; and tothe In- 
7 the Prixee or Governoars, if they are More power- 
fu! an! amvirions. As for Examplez Our S:aute Law of 
England, it participatech and ſavoureth et the Intereſt by 
which ir was Ioftiiuted;Even as water retaineth a TinQure 
of che Minerals they paſs thorow : Se that what was EnaQ- 
ed in ore Prince's Reign, was Repealed in his Sveccflours. 
It you let Private Intereſt grow, it will endeavour to have 
fharc in the Government, and fir and fort things for 1ts Con- 
ſeſexcy 5 and this our Author calleth Nature ; when 1t is no 
other chan Ltereft, begotten by Opportunrty aud other Acct- 
deiits, That aCommonwealth may be Govcrned as Mr. Har- 

$ rington 
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rington deſcribeth, is certain; nay, England it ſelf ; But 
the /nterefis on foot in the- Nation maketh it Incapabie ; 
Therefore ſuch a Government muſt be made cheyce of, 
that may bcſt fit the- Intereſts, Some Legiflacors have 
been ſo {ubtile, ar this VWork, char they can Incorporate 
( like good Alchymiſts) ſeveral Merrles unto ore body, 
If a People were to leave them owns Habication, and feel 


another Country, as the P:ople of. /frael ; then ut 1s cate 


to Inſtitnte the pureſt Corſticurions of Government, be- 
cauſe their Intereſt bears all one Date, and they receive 
their Stations by Lot, There is no people in the VVorld, 


bur are apt and fit toreceive apy ſort of Government, un- 


till Intereſt hath unfired them. 

' That the People of Englands Conſtitution is fitted for 
Kingly Government, it is Ridiculous to alledge, If our 
Authour had faid, That the Long Continuation of Kingly 
Government in this Natiea had created ſs. many Cor- 
rupt Props and Pillars to ſupport its dignity, that were 
like ſo many Sores and Phiftula's to the Nation: the ta- 
king away of which on & {uddain, would be ſomctiiog 
againſt Nature; though it was & burden to Narure, and a 
Diſcaſe ; as of Phiſtula's to be cur out of a man's Arm, or 
other part ona ſaddaio, it doth indanger the Patient; bur 
apply to it Medicines to rowl and diſperſe the contagious 
Humours, then cat off the head of it, or make an Incifion 
into ir, you cure the Vound, and ſavethe Patient, The 
like operation t:ath been followed here, our Authour well 
knoweth : and it 1s a Cure according ro Art, if eur Chi- 
rurgion doclraife a:d fortific the part ſo, as that no one 
Humobvr eo predominate, bur tat all may cqually. per- 
form their (everal Othces: The predominancy of one 


Humour over ano. cr, is the cauſe of Diſeaſes; and rhe 


Diſeaſes part:icipare of the Cauics, and are of char Tri- 
pluity. 


Our 
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Our Authovr is much heightened inhis ExpeAation of 

the Fruits of an Oligarchy or ſtanding Senate ; he is of 
Opinien, That it's the readieſt way to bring about the Re- 
«abliſking of the Iitcreſt of the Staarts, Here he diſco- 
vers his ſecret Reaſons of State, as he doth in his Conclu- 
fion z Where he adviſcth all that are for Charles Stuart, 
to be quiet, and make no reſiſtance: Por, (ſaith he) 1f 
ou find them an Enemy, you give them occaſion to Unite ; but 
to let them be Idle, they will diſunite and break ; nay fight one 
with another, For this Diſcovery, I would bave the Au- 
thour made a Privy Counſcllour, when Charles Stuart at- 
raincth the Supremacic ; bur not till then, Now for pre- 
venting of this ſubtile Scratagem, it is nor accerding to 
good Rules to ditcover, amd therefore it (all be waveg, 
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 eAppendix. 


Sl1all hereadd Gne word or two to anſwer a ridicu- 
ious Pamphier Iniituled Englands Confuſion, tn which 


the worthy Patriots of our Country, 3nd {ince he onely 
doeth irby Canting Lanzuage; ir ts below avy fober pen 
to take notice of: it, onely one, Vis, the Lord Fleetwood, 
who the Anthor ſaycth tliat goodly man, whoſo ſmoorhly 
ſupplanted the Protcftor , and pcrifwadeth him that three 
GCrownes were not werty a drawn Sword, Grant what the 
Aurtbor ſaycth, and it({ball affoard tufficient marter ef de. 
tence to that Noble Perſon who bath given ample Teſti. 
mony of the love he bearceth to his Country : Auguſt Ceſar 
who had the Art of well-Governing (which is {cldem at- 
tained to by Princes) once upon meditating of the cerrupt 
and depravedcondition of mankind, the abominable abuſe 
of flattercrs in the ears of Princes, the inclinablencſs of 
Princes to hearken ts them, to che detriment of a People ; 
ſaith-Swetonzus; hc fearing furure evil, intended to refigne 
his abſolute Power, and tree his Country ; bur ſaith Tacztiy 
I know not why he did nor do ir, unleſs it wcre out of an 
ambitious mind, fore{ceins who ſhould be his {ucciflor s 
to wit, Teri; percctving his wicked nature; it would be- 
get a higher. opinion of his veriucs and worth, Auguſtus 
miſcarryed in this point, if he had delivered his Country 
it had bin much mere khencurable in i:im, then to leave for 
his Succeſſors, ſuch abeminable Tyranny as aſter him at- 
tained to the Empire; The Lord Fleetwood, although he had 

| the 


the Author excrciterh the Art of detamarion: againſt. 
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the ſame epportunity that General Cromwel madc uſe of to 
anotherend and purpoſe, makes no ule of it, to {et up him- 
ſelf, but to reſtore the detained Liberty of his Country : 

for which, who can complain, uplels ic be ſuch as defign- 
ed 4 continued Tyranny, and to have ſhare of it a5 to Pow- 
er, or at leak to bereſpe@ed as principal props to it; I 
mean as to Religion if tar kind of Monarchy bad bin conti- 
nucd, it muſt have failen in with ſome pcrſwafion or other, 
it would not ave long continued without: then all Honors, 
Prefits, Power and Truſts muſt have run in that Channel ; 
which would have produced perlecution and changes of 
the Governmcnt, and much detriment to thoſe per{wafions 
who had refuſed : Liberty ei conſcicnce is defended and fe- 
cured berter 13 the Gaverninent as a Commen-wealth, thcn 
ina Monarch, Liberty of conſcience 1sa thing deſired DY 
all rangi Presbyterians, Independents, Anaba a 
and others, they defirc it ro themlelves, but are not willing 
to part with the like roothers : obſcrvethe riſe of any opi- 
aton at firſt, It will cry and plead for Liberty of £4v 5 
ence : but waen it is grown to number, ſtrength and pow- 
er ſufficient to preſerve it {elf, itthen rhinketh it ſelf nor 
{afe,. but in the diſcountenancing, conrending againſt, en- 


| deavouring the ſuppreſſion and ruine of all other perſwefi- 


ons : it is acither ſalvation nor damnation to be of this 
forme, or thatof any of the aforementioned perſwafions ; 
Salvation cometh by the free grace of God 1n ]cſus Chriſt , 
adorning the Subj-&s of that mercy with the Ornaments of 
Repe.itauce, to nownel of lite, and holy and obedient wa]- 
King. 

The Profeſſours of R-ligion of late have lok much of the 
power of godlinels, by-putting ſo much lirefic upon the 
tormes in which more are buſicd, in'detenting and afler- 
ting enemr, 11 purtiig ito prectile the duty of a holy ite, 
which (hall sffovard more comfort at the laſt day, then che 
cetending or þcipg of this or that opinion. Now: 
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Now if the Lord ED Sd the Army did wreſt the 
Authority out of his hands (of whoſe right I here fhall ſay 
nothing), as would have made uſe of it by promoting one 
perſwa jo! a92inſt another, in oppoſition of all other; ſince |. 
Iris our unhappineſle tobe devided , did they not do their 
duiy, aud pertorme a kindnefle to rhe reſt, and to the 
wivle Nartonz doing of that, together with reſtoring of the | 
Nato, and making of ita free People. If it werefo, that 
the Lord Fleerwood did per{wade the ProteRor Richard ro Re- | 
{1gne, he did but his duty in ſo doing as to Richard himſelf : | 
tor that the conſtitution of his Government could notlong 
con{ilt;it was loaded with ſo much abſoluteneſs, and contra- 
dictions all that could beexpe&ed from ir, was the making 
way tortke coming in of the Stwarts Family ; by increafing 
the abloluteneſs of theProteors power,above whatever any 
Kings of Ezglaxd were inveſted with, to the inſupportable | 
Cetriment ot the People, who would have received the Stw- | 
ar:s upon the firſt offer, on the tearms that Kings formerly 
held their Crewnes in this Nation; and that all the Roya- 
liſts knew well enough; and therefore moſt of them were | 
Promoters ofthis defigne, which was the onely effcaual | 
way, 02y more effe@ualand certain then by Armies ; the | 
which by preventing, hath ſecured Richard from thoſe dan- | 
gers that would have unavoidably fallen upon him by con- 
tinuing in the Power, or upon auy ſuch Change. 

As to the Lord Fleetwood's telling Richard, that, Three 
Crowns was not worthy a drawn Sword, Charles the Fifth, &f-| 
rer he had worn the Emperial Diadew many years, gave | 
Lawes te the greateſt partof Europe; left his Power, as 
not worthy his holding of it longer. So did ſeveral other! 
Kings and Princes, and betook themſclves ro a Monaſtical | 
life, and deſpiſed and ſcorned their Dignity. 

Our Authour would have had the Lord Fleetwood given; 
him ſuch Advice, as Phil: gave Diopyſcus the Elder,Ty-: 

Tait; 
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| 23) _ 1 
rant of Syracuſe, he being in exrream danger by reaſon o' 
tne Peoples Diſcontents ; ſaith he > Domznon is 4 thin 
worthy of a man's running all Hazards to attaty; andif he at 


| tatneth it, let him bold «t : and if be periſh, let the Ruines of ki 


Comntrey be bis Tomb, Which advice Dronyſius followed 
and brougnt great Waſte upon his Ceuntrey, If the Lord 
Richard had continued his Tile, and the Stwarts could bave 
at any time by power ef Arms been able to claim his 
pretended Right, what Vaſte and Ruine would it have 
brought upon Englanzd All that have read Hiſtory are abl+ 
to judge, by the diſtin& Claimes and Titles of the Houſes 
of York and Lancaſter; This would have been Englanads 


| Confufion indced; what elſe thar the Authour of this 
| Exglands Confuſion treateth of, is not worth the taking no- 
| tice of; they are fully anſwered in the Continuation of this 
| Sefton of Parliament Juſtified, to wit, That the preſent Par- 
| liament arc diſobliged of all their: Declarations and Cove- 


nants, and Engagements, in as much as he refuſed to ſub- 
mir to thoſe Rules of Government as the Parliament pro- 
pounded for His and the Nations ſafety : and that in his 


taking upof Aras, and being vanquiſhed, he fortcired his 


Right of Government, and thereby pur himſelf into a pri- 


| varc Capacity : unto which I refer the Reader; where ſa- 
| tisfaRion will be given in the aforementioned Particu-. 
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